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McLeod County  
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Chief Little Crow  
Observance Program & Ceremony 

Saturday, July 6th-1 PM  
Stage area-Masonic West River Park 

Inclement weather site- 

McLeod County Museum Meeting Room 
 

 According to Joseph N. Nicollet, the Dakota word for 

chief was "witshastaatapi," or "man of distinction."  Dr. 

Thomas S. Williamson defined the same word as "men who 

are fathers."  Chief Little Crow was both.  July 3rd marks the 

150th anniversary of the death of Chief Little Crow near the 

border of Meeker and McLeod County.   

 Little Crow grew up in the Dakota Tradition as leader 

and protector of his people.  To lead he had to learn to live in 

two worlds, the white world that was consuming his people 

more and more every day, and the traditional Dakota world 

he had grown up in.   

 The pictures shown at the left show the two sides and 

two worlds of this complex leader.  Little Crow was first and foremost a Dakota, and he died in his home land of  

Minnesota as a Dakota warrior.  

 We hope you will join Fern Cloud, the great, great granddaughter of Chief Little Crow; MN State  

Representative Dean Urdahl; Hutchinson Mayor, Steve Cook; and McLeod County Historical Society and Museum 

Director, Lori Pickell-Stangel as we observe the death of Chief Little Crow and remember the man who was a leader 

and a father to his Dakota people.    

Above:  Photo of 

Chief Little Crow in 

Western Clothes. 
 

Right:  Photo of 

Chief Little Crow in 

traditional Dakota 

clothing ï taken in 

Washington D.C.  



 

McLeod County  

Historical Society  
 

Mission Statement 

The McLeod County Historical 

Society is dedicated to connecting 

with the past, understanding the 

present and making informed 

choices about the future by finding, 

preserving, explaining and sharing 

McLeod County history.  
 

Membership Fees 

Individual $20, Family $35 

Business $200 

Individual Lifetime $500 
 

Board of Directors 

Stan Ehrke, President 

Karen Hendricksen, Vice President 

Tara Russell, Secretary  

Gerard Stifter, Treasurer  

Dave Horrmann, Ray Pavlish, 

 Anne Hahn, Scott Rehmann, and 

Lowell Ueland 
 

Executive Director 

Lori Pickell-Stangel 
 

Assistant 
Peggy Paulson 

 

 Volunteer Staff  
Stan Ehrke, Tech Support  

Bev Swenson, Collections 

Marlys Fredrick, Research 

Marge Ruzicka, Archivist  

Liz Schwarze-3-D Artifacts 
 

McLeod County Museum  

380 School Road NW 

Hutchinson, MN 55350 

(320) 587-2109  

www.mcleodhistory.org  

e-mail: info@hutchtel.net  
 

Museum Hours  

Monday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Thursday and Friday:  

10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 1 to 4 p.m.  

Also available by appointment 

Closed:  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday  
 

The McLeod County Historical 

Society Newsletter is published 

eleven times per year, monthly 

except for December/January. 
 

Board of Directorôs Meeting 

Fourth Monday of each  

Month at  7  P M 

Museum Research Library 

McLeod County Historical So-

  Presenting:  

 

 
By Julie M. Jensen  

For the McLeod County Historical  
Society and Museum 

 

 There is a story behind every city's 

name, and the tale of Hutchinson's founding 

can be told in music.  It is the tale of a  

famous singing family from New England-

Milford, New Hampshire, to be exact.  The 

Hutchinson Family Singers enjoyed  

enormous success during the mid-1800s, and 

present-day re-enactors remind us of their idealism, talents, and achieve-

ments...The new village prospered in its early years until 1862, when its future 

was threatened with news of Indian unrest. In lieu of fleeing, the settlers built a 

stockade that offered them protection...Still, even in the face of subsequent  

hardships-grasshopper plagues, disease, drought, windstorms, floods, and  

fires-Hutchinson's settlers found ways to grow and prosperé 

$24.00 per Book ð Available on Monday, July 15th  
at the McLeod County Historical Museum Gift Shop,  

Call to reserve your copy today!  

$24.00 

Directorõs Review:   I think itôs finally Summer!  But rain or 
shine, here at  the Museum, we will be having 

great programs and fundraisers that focus on our 

unique county history all season long, so donôt 

miss out on a thing. 

 I want to send out a special thanks to Chuck Thiel  

for entertaining the large crowd at our Annual Pork Chop 

Supper.  Great job Chuck!  I also want to thank all the  

devoted volunteers and local business 

sponsors that help us out each year to 

make this much needed fundraiser  

happen.  Without all of you, it would not 

be possible and we appreciate it.   

 I want to apologize to all our guests 

for not being able to attend this years Pork 

Chop Supper Fundraiser, as my  

oldest daughter Ella decided to push 

her acrobatic skills to the limit on 

the monkey bars at daycare.  This 

feat ended with a compound fracture 

to her left arm.  Several breaks in 

all.  It was one of those times when 

mommy just had to be there, and I 

thank Liz Schwarze for hosting for 

me so I could be with my daughter.   


